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World Premiere of US & THEM Documentary on 
Homelessness and Addiction Thursday at City Hall 

 
Date:  Wednesday, December 2, 2015 For Immediate Release 

VICTORIA, BC — Tomorrow evening, Victoria City Hall will host the world premiere of US & THEM,  
a Canadian documentary on homelessness and addiction. Admission will be free and doors will open at  
6:30 p.m. Local filmmaker Krista Loughton and Dr. Sam Tsemberis, founder of the Housing First movement in 
the United States, will introduce the film and participate in a Q&A following the screening, moderated by Kathy 
Stinson, Executive Director of the Victoria Cool Aid Society.  
 
Filmed over a decade, US & THEM is a feature documentary about the unlikely friendships that develop between 
four homeless and addicted people in Victoria and filmmaker Krista Loughton. Loughton’s own battles with 
depression become part of the film’s narrative; she sets out to help them, but they end up saving her.  
 
The documentary features Dr. Gabor Maté, a prominent Vancouver-based addiction specialist and colleague of  
Dr. Sam Tsemberis. The two recently held a webinar on Harm Reduction and Housing First. Dr. Maté thought  
the documentary would be of interest to Dr. Tsemberis and introduced him to Loughton.  
 
MEDIA OPPORTUNITY: 
The media will have the opportunity to interview Krista Loughton and Dr. Sam Tsemberis in the foyer of City 
Hall, upon their red carpet arrival at 6:45 p.m. at the Pandora Avenue entrance to City Hall.  
 
What:  World Premiere screening of US & THEM documentary 
When:   Thursday, December 3, 2015, from 7 p.m. – 9 p.m. (Doors open at 6:30 p.m.) 
Where:   Victoria City Hall, Council Chambers 
 
US & THEM is produced, written and directed by Krista Loughton with multi-award winning filmmaker Jennifer 
Abbott. The concept for US & THEM began in 2006 when Loughton made Our Hero, a short film about 
Reverend Allen Tysick, a street minister who has dedicated his life to serving the poorest of the poor. She also 
made another short film The New Our Place about the building of the new facility with 45 units of transitional 
housing, a drop-in centre, and a kitchen serving approximately 600 street people. Both films have won awards 
at the Victoria Film Festival’s My Victoria Film Competition. For more information, visit: 
https://www.facebook.com/usandthemmovie.  
 
Note: A second screening of US & THEM will be held on Wednesday, December 9 at 7 p.m. at the Vic Theatre 
at 808 Douglas Street. Admission will be $10, and doors will open at 6:30 p.m.  
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Housing First Workshop with Dr. Sam Tsemberis: Pathways to Housing, New York City 
Dr. Sam Tsemberis will be in Victoria to participate in the documentary’s world premiere and to present  
his Pathways to Housing philosophy at a free Housing First Workshop on Friday, December 4 from  
9 a.m. – 11:45 a.m. at City Hall. The hands-on workshop is for those interested in and working on housing, 
homelessness and the provision of healthcare to vulnerable citizens. Doors will open at 8:30 a.m. Registration 
is not required. For more information, visit: www.victoria.ca. 
 
ADDITIONAL MEDIA OPPORTUNITY:  
Dr. Sam Tsemberis will also be available for media interviews on Thursday, December 3 from 11 a.m. - noon 
during a tour of Olympic Vista at 3906 Carey Road, a Cool Aid apartment complex in Saanich specifically built 
to provide a home for 45 seniors who have been, or are at risk of becoming homeless. The tour will be led by 
Cool Aid Executive Director Kathy Stinson. 
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For More Information: 
 
Dr. Sam Tsemberis 
Cellular: 917.584.3348 
sam@pathwaysnational.org  
 
Krista Loughton 
Producer, Writer, Director 
US & THEM 
Cellular: 250.889.1232 
krista@publikproductions.com 

 
David Davies 
President 
HarbourWerks Strategies/US & THEM 
Cellular: 250.744.7415 
ddavies@harbourwerks.com 
 
Katie Hamilton 
Director, Citizen Engagement and Strategic Planning 
Office: 250.361.0210  
Cellular: 250.217.8343 
 

 
 


